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ABBREVIATIONS 

Where appropriate, acronyms correspond to the names of treaties as they are commonly 

known (e.g., “MT” for Moon Treaty), rather than by the full treaty title. 

 

ACHR ........................ American Convention on Human Rights (1969) 

ADRDM .................... American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man (1948) 

APM .......................... Anti-Personnel Mine 

ATCA ........................ Alien Tort Claims Act (28 USC 1350) 

ATS ........................... Antarctic Treaty System (Antarctic Treaty and related agreements) 

(1961) 

AU ............................. African Union  

CBU .......................... cluster bomb unit 

CC ............................. Chicago Convention on International Civil Aviation (1944) (Chicago 

Convention) 

CCW .......................... UN Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain 

Conventional Weapons Which May be Deemed to be Excessively 

Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects (Geneva, 1980)  

CDHRI ...................... Cairo Declaration on Human Rights in Islam  

CDR .......................... Cartagena Declaration on Refugees 

COE ........................... Council of Europe 

CEDAW .................... The Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination 

against Women  

CERD ........................ Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination  

CFC ........................... chlorofluorocarbon 

CFREU ...................... The Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union (2000) 

COAS ........................ Charter of the Organization of American States (1967) 

CPHR ........................ European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and 

Fundamental Freedoms (European Convention on Human Rights) 

CPPG ......................... Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 

Genocide (Genocide Convention) (1948) 

CRC ........................... Committee on the Rights of the Child 

CRSR ........................ Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees (1951) 

CUN .......................... Charter of the United Nations (1945) 

DARS ........................ Draft Articles on the Responsibility of States for Internationally 

Wrongful Acts (2001) (Draft Articles on State Responsibility) (ILC 

document) 

ECHR ........................ European Court of Human Rights 

ECJ ............................ European Court of Justice  

ECOSOC ................... Economic and Social Council 

EU ............................. European Union  

GA ............................. General Assembly (of the UN) 

GATT ........................ General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
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GC I ............................Geneva Convention (I) for the Amelioration of the Condition of the 

Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field (1949) 

GC II ..........................Geneva Convention (II) for the Amelioration of the Condition of 

Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea 

(1949) 

GC III .........................Geneva Convention (III) relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War. 

Geneva (1949) 

GC IV .........................Geneva Convention (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons 

in Time of War. Geneva (1949) 

GCTS .........................Geneva Convention on the Territorial Sea and Contiguous Zone  

HC IV .........................Hague Convention (IV) respecting the Laws and Customs of War on 

Land and its annex: Regulations concerning the Laws and Customs of 

War on Land (1907) 

HCPIL ........................Hague Conference on Private International Law 

HRC ...........................Human Rights Committee (of the ICCPR) 

IACHR .......................Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 

IACtHR ......................Inter-American Court of Human Rights 

ICAO ..........................International Civil Aviation Organization 

ICC .............................International Criminal Court 

ICCPR ........................International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

ICERD........................International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 

Discrimination 

ICESCR......................International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

ICJ ..............................International Court of Justice  

ICRC ..........................International Committee of the Red Cross 

ICTR ..........................International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 

ICTY ..........................International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia 

IHL .............................International humanitarian law  

ILC .............................International Law Commission 

ILO .............................International Labor Organization  

IMT ............................International Military Tribunal (Nuremberg) 

IMTFE........................International Military Tribunal for the Far East 

ISA .............................International Seabed Authority 

ITLS ...........................International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea 

ITO .............................International Trade Organization 

LC ..............................Charter of the International Military Tribunal (London Charter) (1945) 

MBT ...........................Ottawa Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, 

Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their 

Destruction (Mine Ban Treaty) 

MT..............................Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and Other 

Celestial Bodies (1979) (Moon Treaty) 

NAT ...........................North Atlantic Treaty  

NATO ........................North Atlantic Treaty Organization  

NGO ...........................Non-governmental organization  

OAS............................Organization of American States 

OAU ...........................Organisation of African Unity  
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OIC ............................ Organisation of the Islamic Conference 

OST ........................... Treaty on principles governing the activities of states in the exploration 

and use of outer space, including the moon and other celestial bodies 

(1967) (Outer Space Treaty) 

PCT ........................... Patent Cooperation Treaty (1970) 

PRC ........................... People’s Republic of China  

RC ............................. Republic of China 

RFR ........................... Restatement 3d of the Foreign Relations Law of the U.S. 

§ ................................. Section  

SC .............................. Security Council (of the UN) 

SCSL ......................... Special Court for Sierra Leone 

SDR ........................... Special Drawing Rights 

SICC .......................... Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court  

SICJ ........................... Statute of the International Court of Justice 

STL ............................ Special Tribunal for Lebanon  

TC .............................. Trusteeship Council 

UDHR ....................... Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) 

UN ............................. United Nations 

UNCED ..................... United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (Earth 

Summit)  

UNCHR ..................... United Nations Commission on Human Rights (ECOSOC subsidiary)  

UNCITRAL .............. United Nations Commission on International Trade Law  

UNCLOS ................... United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (1982) 

UNCLOS I ................ First United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea (1958) 

UNCLOS II ............... Second United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea (1960)  

UNCLOS III .............. Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea (1982) 

UNCRC ..................... UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) 

UNEP ........................ United Nations Environment Programme 

UNFCCC ................... UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (1992) 

UNHCHR .................. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 

UNHCR ..................... Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

UNHRC ..................... UN Human Rights Council 

UNIDROIT ............... International Institute for the Unification of Private Law  

UNS ........................... United Nations Secretariat 

US .............................. United States of America 

USC ........................... United States Code 

USPTO ...................... US Patent and Trademark Office 

USSR ......................... Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

VCDR ........................ Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations (1961) 

VCLT ........................ Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties (1969) 

WCED ....................... World Commission on Environment and Development 

WIPO ........................ World Intellectual Property Organization  

WSSD ........................ World Summit on Sustainable Development (2002) 

WTO .......................... World Trade Organization 

WWII......................... World War II 



 



 

TABLE OF INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS 

These treaties and other international instruments are listed according to the year in which 

they were concluded and opened for signature—not necessarily the year in which they entered 

into force. They are listed according to the name or acronym by which they are commonly 

known. 

 

1864 ......... Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded in 

Armies in the Field  

1891 ......... Madrid Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Marks 

1906 ......... Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and 

Sick in Armies in the Field  

1907 ......... Hague Convention (IV) respecting the Laws and Customs of War on Land and its 

annex: Regulations concerning the Laws and Customs of War on Land  

1919 ......... Convention Relating to the Regulation of Aerial Navigation (Paris Convention) 

1929 ......... Geneva Convention Relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War 

1929 ......... Warsaw Convention for the Unification of Certain Rules Relating to International 

Carriage by Air (Warsaw Convention) 

1944 ......... Chicago Convention on International Civil Aviation (Chicago Convention)  

1945 ......... Charter of the United Nations and Statute of the International Court of Justice 

(signed June 26, 1945) 

1945 ......... London Charter of the Nuremberg International Military Tribunal (London 

Charter) (issued August 8, 1945)  

1947 ......... General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 

1948 ......... American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man (signed April 1948) 

1948 ......... Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (signed 9 

December, 1948) 

1948 ......... Universal Declaration of Human Rights (adopted 10 December 1948) 

1949 ......... Geneva Convention (I) for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and 

Sick in Armed Forces in the Field 

1949 ......... Geneva Convention (II) for the Amelioration of the Condition of Wounded, Sick 

and Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea  

1949 ......... Geneva Convention (III) relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War 

1949 ......... Geneva Convention (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of 

War  

1949 ......... North Atlantic Treaty 

1950 ......... European Convention on Human Rights 

1951 ......... Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees  

1958 ......... Geneva Convention on the Territorial Sea and Contiguous Zone  

1958 ......... Geneva Convention on the High Seas 

1958 ......... Geneva Convention on the Continental Shelf 

1958 ......... Geneva Convention on Fishing and Conservation of Living Resources of the High 

Seas 

1961 ......... Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations 

1961 ......... Rome Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms and 

Broadcasting Organizations 
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1963..........Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and 

Under Water (also known as the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty) 

1966..........International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 16 December 

1966 (entry into force 3 January 1976) 

1966..........International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 16 December 1966 (entry 

into force 23 March 1976) 

1966..........International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination  

1967..........Charter of the Organization of American States 

1967..........Treaty on principles governing the activities of states in the exploration and use of 

outer space, including the moon and other celestial bodies (Outer Space Treaty) 

1967..........Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees 

1969..........American Convention on Human Rights (Pact of San José) 

1969..........Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties 

1970..........Patent Cooperation Treaty, done at Washington on June 19, 1970 

1977..........Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to 

the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I), 8 June 

1977 (entry into force 7 December 1979) 

1977..........Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to 

the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol II), 8 

June 1977 (entry into force 7 December 1979) 

1979..........Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and Other Celestial 

Bodies (Moon Treaty) 

1979..........Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women 

1980..........UN Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain 

Conventional Weapons Which May be Deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to 

Have Indiscriminate Effects  

1981..........African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights 

1982..........UN Convention on the Law of the Sea 

1989..........Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention 

1989..........UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

1992..........UN Framework Convention on Climate Change  

1993..........Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and 

Use of Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction  

1994..........General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 

1996..........Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty 

1997..........Ottawa Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and 

Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their Destruction (Mine Ban Treaty)  

1998..........Statute of the International Criminal Court (Rome Statute) (entry into force 2002) 

1999..........Convention for the Unification of Certain Rules for International Carriage 

(Montreal Convention) 

2000..........The Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union 

2005..........Protocol additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to 

the Adoption of an Additional Distinctive Emblem (Protocol III), 8 December 

2005 (entry into force 14 January 2006) 

 



 

TABLE OF ICJ CASES  

1949 ......... Albania v. Great Britain (Corfu Channel case) (1949) –Albania was ordered to 

compensate Britain for damage caused by Albania’s mining of the channel.  

1981 ......... Canada v. United States (Delimitation of the Maritime Boundary in the Gulf of 

Maine Area). 

1982 ......... United States v. Iran (“US Diplomatic and Consular Staff in Tehran case”) – states 

are responsible for the conduct of non-state actors if they subsequently ratify the 

conduct and adopt it as their own.  

1984 ......... The Republic of Nicaragua v. The United States of America – by supporting 

Contra guerrillas in their rebellion against the Nicaraguan government, the US had 

violated “its obligations under customary international law not to use force against 

another State,” “not to intervene in its affairs,” “not to violate its sovereignty,” 

“not to interrupt peaceful maritime commerce,” and “its obligations under Article 

XIX of the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Navigation between the Parties 

signed at Managua on 21 January 1956." 

1985 ......... Libyan Arab Jamahiriya v. Malta (“Continental Shelf case”) – state practice, 

together with the opinio juris of states, forms the substance of customary law. 

1995 ......... New Zealand v. France (“Nuclear Tests Case”). 

1998 ......... Libyan Arab Jamahiriya v. United States of America (“Lockerbie Case”). 

1999 ......... Botswana v. Namibia – territorial dispute case in which the ICJ ruled in favor of 

Botswana’s claim over Sedudu Island.   

1999 ......... Yugoslavia v. Belgium (Legality of the Use of Force Application of the Federal 

Republic of Yugoslavia) – for the ICJ to have jurisdiction over the case, 

Yugoslavia would have had to have accepted compulsory jurisdiction under article 

36(2) SICJ prior to the occurrence of the events.  

2004 ......... Mexico v. United States (Case Concerning Avena and other Mexican Nationals) – 

the US was found to be in breach of the VCDR for failing to inform certain 

Mexican nationals imprisoned in the US of their right to contact their embassy and 

was required to review all sentences of the nationals. 

2007 ......... Bosnia and Herzegovina v. Serbia and Montenegro (Application of the 

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide) – 

Belgrade breached international law by failing to prevent the 1995 Srebrenica 

genocide and for failing to try or transfer the persons accused of genocide to the 

ICTY. 

2010 ......... ICJ advisory opinion on Kosovo's declaration of independence – declared that 

Kosovo’s unilateral declaration of independence did not violate international law. 

 

 

 



 



 

CHAPTER 1. QUESTIONS ASKED IN PREVIOUS TEST 

ADMINISTRATIONS 

I. NATIONAL COMPETITIVE RECRUITMENT EXAMINATION – UN 

SECRETARIAT LEGAL AFFAIRS OCCUPATIONAL GROUP  

The following section is based on questions that were asked in an actual administration of 

the National Competitive Recruitment Examination. 

 

*     *     * 

 

Of the following five cases, choose four and present an analysis under applicable public 

international law.  

A. The Law of War and Armed Conflict and the International Recognition of States 

Sporadic outbreaks of violence in a Sub-Saharan African country eventually escalate into 

a full-blown civil war. During this war, a government defense minister, acting on his own and 

without specific orders from the country’s president or parliament, led a massacre against an 

ethnic minority living in one of the nation’s provinces. At the conclusion of the war, the 

province declared independence and was recognized by eleven States in the international 

community.  

What laws apply to the acts of the defense minister and in what ways can he be held 

accountable for his crimes?  

B. UN Immunity and International Contract Law 

The United Nations entered into an agreement with an independent contractor for the 

delivery of generators in a State where the United Nations was working. The contractor 

breached the terms of the contract because through a late delivery. Customs duties were 

imposed on the UN at the port of entry at the time of the delivery of the generators.  

What recourse does the United Nations have at its disposal in order to recover its losses 

from breach of contract and challenge the imposition of duties?  

C. Treaty Law 

You are the legal advisor of a United Nations member State. The State wishes to enter into 

a multilateral treaty, but has reservations with respect to one of the articles. Nothing in the 

treaty speaks about whether countries could make reservations or amend the treaty. You were 

asked to advise the State as to what it should do, giving special attention to the Vienna 

Convention on the Law of Treaties and the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties 

between States and International Organizations or between International Organizations.  

D. International Trade Law 

A company wishes to enter into international markets and you are to advise its 

management on the various international legal instruments that could be used to promote its 
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commerce overseas. Given special attention to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, 

the World Trade Organization and the various international conventions protecting 

intellectual and industrial property.  

E. Law of the Sea 

Several States, including a landlocked country, are using the territorial waters and 

exclusive economic zones of coastal and archipelagic States for the purpose of trade and the 

disposal of waste. Discuss the rights and duties of each State vis-à-vis the other States, with 

special focus on those States that signed the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of 

the Sea as well as customary law that binds States that have not signed the Convention.  

 


