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ISLAM AND ISLAMIC LAW: AN INTRODUCTORY 3 Jk_' . wmy‘ O 3313.“ 9 e)\“y\
OVERVIEW - *

YIRS
Mohamed A. ‘Arafal ¥ 45):_
“It's not radical Islam that worries the US — dh-' | ‘_JS:,J\ )]\ e).u‘;!\ gl
it's independence.” "d\‘."“ ‘}1‘. 3l - sasiall LY Sl
— Noam Chomsky a3 a9

“Yes I am, I am also a Muslim, a Christian, a (5 3 ¢ aua ‘PLLAA La..g\ (AR ?"'.’"
Buddhist, and J . i
u ist, and a Jew ".L_,EJJG—U

— Mahatma Gandhi”3 .
ke Lailga-

! Assistant Professor of Criminal Law and Criminal Justice at Alexandria University
Faculty of Law (Egypt); Adjunct Professor of Law at Indiana University Robert H.
McKinney School of Law (USA). Ph.D., Indiana University Robert H. McKinney
School of Law (2013); LL.M., University of Connecticut School of Law (2008); LL.B.,
Alexandria University School of Law (2006). Currently, he is a Visiting Professor of
Law at the University of Brasilia School of Law (UnB). Recently, he has been named to
the editorial board of the AR4B LAW QUARTERLY in London as a “Managing Editor.” Of
course, all errors remain the author’s. For any comments or questions, please contact the
author at marafa@iupui.edu.

2 dadls b sl ae e Ul ¢( e A ,aiSu¥) daalay (3 sial) 40 Abiad) Alaally SUall ) 8 5 aelise Miud
Gl LIS A gy bl daala col i (RS0 eV sasiall GV ll) Bsiall S 5Sa o g Lk
35 (700 1) Bl Al 5 5inl) LS G5 s Gl £(Y 0+ A) 00 S Amalny (3 ind) S ¢ it ¢(Y 4T
u—'J‘d\ U}J\A.“ ‘).\‘);_14_\.% uﬁﬁﬂ.u.uu ?J 65‘)-\3Y| M}Y\ 4.‘:3} (L_LI}\) U}AUH L\L‘)\‘).\ m\;_‘ U}J\A.“ L_,_,J ‘).1\‘) Jl_mn\ LJ\A
A_d}.dhdhaf)]\ > ‘Ad.\.u.\\,!\ }\ A_I\A.\Luﬂ A_Q.‘)Au ;LEAY\EA;@_\J‘JBJ\M} "‘).1‘);_\3\ ).\.\A" &l usﬂ‘;u‘aﬂ
e marafa@iupui.edu.

3 Noam Chomsky, /£’s Not Radical Islam that Worries the US — It’s Independence, THE
GUARDIAN, Feb. 4, 2011 https://chomsky.info/20110204/ (“A common refrain among
pundits is that fear of radical Islam requires (reluctant) opposition to democracy on
pragmatic grounds. While not without some merit, the formulation is misleading. The
general threat has always been independence. The US and its allies have regularly
supported radical Islamists, sometimes to prevent the threat of secular nationalism.”).
See also MURTADHA, Yes [ am a Muslim, a Christian, and a Jew, PHILOSOPHY &
RELIGION J., Nov. 27, 2007, https://saudialchemist.org/2007/11/24/yes-i-am-a-muslim-a-
christian-and-a-jew/ (last visited Apr. 20, 2017) (“I believe that all of us Muslims (sunni,
shiaat) Christian, Jews, etc. are seeking a better understanding of humanity so they
choose their religion based on assumption that their religion is the best representative of
humanity. In fact, their assumption doesn’t come arbitrarily . . . it comes from a long
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Overview

According to some recent statistical reports,
there are around 900 million Muslims
nowadays. Several live in the Middle Eastern
and the Arab World, as Egypt, Tunisia,
Morocco, Jordan, Algeria, among others
(assessed at 130 million), but many more live
in countries, as Pakistan, Bangladesh, India,
Iran, Indonesia, Malaysia, China, the
Philippines, the USSR, Cameroon, Chad,
Nigeria, and Sudan - along with
approximately 3 million Muslims - reside in
the United States> The world’s three
Abrahamic faiths - Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam - were born and advanced in the
Middle Eastern region, as Abraham was
born in the city of Ur, Mesopotamia (Iraq),
some 1900 years before Jesus was born in
Bethlehem (Palestine).® Mohammad was
born in Mecca (Saudi Arabia) in 570 A.D.,
Moses lived in Egypt, as did Jesus for a brief
period in his infancy; Mohammad traveled

Lule § ki
oand Gy — (Y Galuall e &y
e el ddlanyl
B U peie s plue gale A0
U5 o od) Alladly Jas N1 (3,01
Oy ordly Guisiy pae Jie
Sy (Osala VT 2 0508 el
Jie Ll Jga (A Glamy SV e 52l
Oldls xedls ey LSl
Crldll s Gaally Loadley Lawsail
&JSJ 6&.11.»4” ‘;\.1:\5)“]\ JIA.}.:)“ d}d}
L5 QL 5 (5 alS) Jie Ly 8)
Voo il ) ALVl sl
saadiall Gl gl (8 () sdmy alis ()50l
L) pY) ailial) caaly 2l A A yaY)
— oSy daanpaall 5 4 gl — 45D

throughout the Arabian Peninsula.”

experience and several sources . . . Let us all Muslim, Christian, Jews and all others be
together and share our happiness and our pains together.”).
PO s g glalal) (JDEY) 4 - saaid) Y N e b s ki) DY) el o Sase gl sad
https:/chomsky.info/20110204/ da_jaall Gl Colaiall 23y e i gall G g 3@ G kel wilally")
e Gand oAbl jiell Allias deluall (3 dge gum gall @5l Gany (53 e gl 4l Cn (B L plall gl (S
oY) Lails, (" Asaal) dae sl aag aiad Llaad s ¢0alln 5l maadlul) aUaiily b glils 5 sasiiall lbY 5l Caee s S
ool Al g5y ceamee calue Ul aad qokipe Laad  lal YV YooV g
https://saudialchemist.org/2007/11/24/yes-i-am-a-muslim-a-christian-and-a-jew/ ( did ¥ . & "54\\-)) Al
Cumy Aluid Jumil agh ) 0 smany Sl U Loy ca el cmmpnnall (Al ciindl) nalusall Lesan Wil e ) (Y41
hond O30 Sh Y agaal 81 )l 8 Al Jae Jumdl 58 g o gl 81 Qi e g ity L 4l
bl e paall AL g5 e Al L Uil ol g L (AT gen 5 2 563l) 5 Gpesesall 5 Gpalusall Lasen Ui ge
Lo Lia¥T 5 (",
> See generally AHMED EL-SHAMSY, THE CANONIZATION OF ISLAMIC LAW: A SOCIAL
AND INTELLECTUAL HISTORY (Cambridge Univ. Press, 2013), at 253.
® SYED A. ALI, THE SPIRIT OF ISLAM: A HISTORY OF THE EVOLUTION AND IDEALS OF
ISLAM, WITH A LIFE OF THE PROPHET (1978).
7 Id. The Middle East region is the foundation of all the ancient civilizations. The oldest
of these historic civilizations, the Egyptian, extended over five millennia. The fourth
millennium B.C. observed the birth of the great civilizations along the Tigris-Euphrates
valley (Turkey, Syria, and Iraq). The most significant of these olden civilizations were
the Sumerian, Mesopotamian, Babylonian, Assyrian, Assyro-Babylonian, Aramean,
Canaanite, Hebrew, Philistine, among others. Their peoples spoke a number of
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The word “Islam” is derivative from the
same root as the words salaam (peace) and
silm (the condition of peace). Islam means to
abandon oneself in peace and thus, a
Muslim, is one who in peace gives or
surrenders/submits himself or herself to
God." Further, Islam means accepting the
belief or the faith spontaneously (and freely)
-heart, mind, and soul.’? Accordingly,
surrendering to Islam, means giving oneself

) i alg 3 o Y1 (3 Al Addaia B
Leliggine Ll b B aal
GAlsnr gl e JE - (G)A)
Ay g7 (Uehanld) aad g (B VA0
e B - S dey - e
L oV ble (W 4o smll)
Booadl and 8 3,08 o jlanl il
i LS s b s e 5 i 3ol

" adlsila (e 8 jan 5 5 il sl

Ay AiLie L ) sda pDMsY) S a3
U‘_)'") suel_mn }i (?M\) "?\ "
wm ol OlYL ey (D
Ll Ml L Akl (an )
Aty ey Al addl Sl s
Sl ASUYE P e g s
s oo a5 Jpd s

Ay Je s M la s Sie 5 Ll ¢ jlal
A e O simg @Y 3 Jsaalla

to belief without reservation, admitting the
creeds of faith, and following both the letter
and the spirit of the Qu'anic values.!®

languages including Akkadian, Aramaic, Sumerian, Hebrew (the Torah’s language), and
Arabic (the Qur’an’s language). See also generally GERHARD ENDRESS, ISLAM: AN
HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION, (Columbia Univ. Press, 2™ ed., 2002).

B (YT oS dadls dilaia) 5 Sy elaial gl ;DY) ol Qi ¢ usaldl) deal Logae kil
Yoy

TV AYA) ) Bl e @Sy iy oha g 5 oSy 2 eole e

100l o jlzmall IS bl o Jas g1 3l i ) Bl i pall | 05 ey el ey Sl ) jlaaall o34 o]
Lo YT dsad (520 e S 53) @l jall g alas ol s Jsb o (5580 @l jliaall 53Y 5 cabaa¥ 2Dl J dxgl 1 41y
Gladls Losms). caal YD A Ay 230 dy ) s3W) UL (bl I 3L Ay pe el (& Al ) jlaal) o2 aal
A sal e pidanddl) Ay el Aplai€ll 3 e guall 5 Ael SV 5 ApalSY) Gl 3 Lay lall) (e lade agy g Ciaat g
ORI Aad) A pall 5 (3153l Asd) A saall ), Aaalas Adlaa) dd U dada ol ) 28 o ale JSi L il
Yoo ¥ A dedall e 535S

" 1d.

'2 JOHN L. ESPOSITO, ISLAM: THE STRAIGHT PATH (Oxford Univ. Press, 3™ ed., 1998).
See also MALISE RUTHVEN, ISLAM: A VERY SHORT INTRODUCTION, (Oxford Univ.
Press, 2" ed., 2000).

> ANNEMARIE SCHIMMEL, ISLAM: AN INTRODUCTION (1992) & R. M. Savory, ed.

Introduction to Islamic Civilization, (1976). It should be noted that Abraham, also called
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“The Patriarch,” is the most central of the early prophets to the Jews, Christians, and
Muslims. He founded, in what is now Mecca, the first place of worship in the world for
the worship of a single God. He was also the father of Isma‘il (Ishmael) and Ishaq
(Isaac).
' See M. CHERIF BASSIOUNI, INTRODUCTION TO ISLAM 28 (1985).
!5 THE HOLY QUR’AN: ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF THE MEANINGS AND COMMENTARY
(2002), at 96:2 [al‘alag: The Clot], http://www.muslim.org/english-quran/quran.htm [hereinafter
Qur’an]. God says: (“Proclaim! (or Read!) In the name of thy Lord and Cherisher, Who
created Created man, out of a (mere) clot of congealed blood Proclaim! And thy Lord is
Most Bountiful, He Who taught (the use of) the Pen.”). Id., at Qur’an 96:1-5.
' See generally WILLIAM MONTGOMERY WATT, MUHAMMAD AT MECCA (1953);
MUHAMMAD AT MEDINA (1956); &
MUHAMMAD: PROPHET AND STATESMAN (Oxford Univ. Press, 1961). The Prophet
received his revelations from God, sometimes solely sometimes in the presence of others
and the words flowed from his mouth in a way that others described as inspired and this
was his wahi (divine inspiration or revelation).
7 Id. According to classical customs, Prophet Mohammad is a direct descendent of
Ishma‘el, and his mission was presaged by the deliverance of his dad, ‘Abd Allah. The
history of the Prophet, his performances and sayings, were at first memorized by his
sahaba (companions) and passed through oral record. They were first systematically
recorded by the historian Ishaq ibn Yasar. Then, the Prophet Sayings (hadith) and
actions, the circumstances surrounding their incidence, and the evidence of those who
first witnessed and reported (narrated, chain of submission) them to others were recorded
by several scholars. The most authoritative is sahih al-Bukhari and his text is still relied
upon today as it is the most authentic one along with sahih Muslim.
18 il an

Posa J oSl daala Ailaia) i) Lol jeall 23laY) ¢ sin sy V99A AN Zagall( | unlle Lad yla)
Y0 e s Al dagall o) ST daala Ailaia) | las b yuad dadie 1aDl) (s
2050 cJaasiis s jlanl 1) eyl oy 5 ,(V99Y) Aadia | 5LEY) aads (VAVT) caadlay) 5 sl b daia
ralusall 5 Gsmgunall 5 2 5gall Sae 5 (B eLan¥l) o aasi ) 58 ¢y pladl Ll ey 63 el O . e
aal g al) 8ol allad) 8 5alaall 1S Ul e jSall A% 91 5a La 8, Blans) s daelans) 5 Ll (S
2LOVAA0) YA DY e Gl o spus (i o il
20 Gl bse Y AT G ((YerY)  Gaeilly bl A eyl des S oA
http://www.muslim. org/enghsh quran/quran htm & J& [ubsl\ ATV IR Al &) ALy Us\
2 i3 A L ol e (8) oy o 530 () 2281 & 181 (1) B oa LI IS (0)( A B g
ooy AN AT s sl
2 Ul Ja s il saene 5 ¢(1907) e 3 dema ¢(V90F) 480 3 dens ¢y (5 po ki ga alilyg Lagae ylai)
O3 AV Cags e AV dem s 8 Ulal g oan s Ulal ol (e agll il 8l 285 (VA1) ) shs daslas Ailaa)
ool sl e ALYy Al a s 13 IS5 Bl sisa Ll dnd (he (385 A LIS
P v ol 5 a4 st @5 dieland Ga ke st b e ol Al il s Gl aa sl L s
sl dnall Gaob e W e ais Dlaall J e D) B Ledain o3 cad) bl 5 adlal ool S Lol o3 3
Db 0 Bla) #o3all U8 (e oagie, gl e A5 elghpans Aamall Cogplall g calladl g il Cudlal Jiaasd o3 o
e i sladal) (o 2aall U8 (g AN Leliig 3 5e Y st ) 4l ey J) 3 Y i s 48 i g SY)
plus mnia wo ciin ) Lis Allal SY) o LS a5l
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Prophet Mohammad was known to meditate
and contemplate solely in the desert and
during one of his contemplations, he
received the first of his revelations from
God." The Qur'an recognizes the bearer of
the message as the Angel Gabriel, who
instructed the Prophet Mohammad to read
and when Mohammad replied that he didn’t
know how, Gabriel replied, “Read in the name
of your Lord Who created man from a clot of
blood . . .” and in this way Mohammad
became the conveyer of the divine message.'>
In Islam there can be no misunderstanding
or hesitation that Mohammad was a man,
and only a man, selected by the Creator to
accomplish a divine mission as a prophet.1¢
Muslims believe that the Qur’an is the Word
of Allsh (God) wuttered through the
revelations to the Prophet.!”

Regarding the spread of Islam as a religion,
after debating his message secretly with his
wife, Khadijah, his cousin “Ali, and his friend
Abu Bakr, the Prophet decided to leave
Mecca, where he had lived in some threat in
the year 622.% Afterwards, he migrated to
Yathrib (later Madina), whose occupants had
invited him to come and expand and spread
his message.? As a result, the history of the
Islamic community is considered to have
been officially born on the night of the hejira

4 e o daiad S MY sade
" Usaaag Lm—’ Al alll adiy g
S5 Jaliy Le 18 1S dene il i
sl 533 OIS s eel il 8 Tas
s (gaa) (W 5 Jo¥ A o adle
O aS AN Lialef aa ™ el
A Jomy sla B dm (ol dl
=l Glsa olsE A A JEy dess
(el Al makind Y sl) sola Ui L
Tl Ll s o ade 33
BA (B Al a1 1 U
@AY s 1A Gl e gl
Maley b Gyl ale caBlL ale (g3
Ayl Jals 9 daae o8 el
ST SE TSN PR N
dan o omls Sy OIS 2eaa o
el iy S Glall 5 s
Al Jgmy 058 ) Al a5 ey
& S A T (maal il
Gl il ) W3S 58 Gpaluall 3akc
Wil sl deae il Bk e

sl Gk

8 el cpall paa @l Led
o Tom aY) Aslie 3y — i) B
4nlay o Al (ol 4nai ada )
e gile Al ASa alay O — S5 50
Ay TaTYY le elly S5 darga
Al Cues) @b Gl il ala
Claill A Gua (Al 22y 3 siall
s il i 40 Ledal (e 32l

¥ See generally John L. Esposito, THE OXFORD ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE MODERN
ISLAMIC WORLD, 4 Vols. (Oxford Univ. Press, 1995) & ISLAM: THE STRAIGHT PATH
(Oxford Univ. Press, 3 ed., 1998).

*Id.
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*" Martin Lings, MUHAMMAD: HIS LIFE BASED ON THE EARLIEST SOURCES (1983).

2 Id. See also Alfred Guillaume, The Traditions of Islam: An Introduction to the Study of
Hadith Literature (1924).

¥ Nissim Rejwan, (ed.), The Many Faces of Islam: Perspectives on a Resurgent
Civilization (Florida Univ. Press 2000); John Renard, In the Footsteps of Muhammad.:
Understanding the Islamic Experience (1992); & John Renard, Seven Doors to Islam:
Spirituality and the Religious Life of Muslims (California Univ. Press, 1996).

30 AHMET AKGUNDUZ, INTRODUCTION TO ISLAMIC LAW: ISLAMIC LAW IN THEORY AND
PRACTICE (2010), at 406.

3! Shouket Akkuem, A Legal and Historical Excursus of Muslim Personal Law in the
Colonial Cape, South Africa, Eighteenth to Twentieth Century in MUSLIM FAMILY LAW
IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA: COLONIAL LEGACIES AND POST-COLONIAL CHALLENGES,
Shamil Jeppie, Ebrahim Moosa, & Richard Roberts, (eds.) (Amsterdam Univ. Press
2010), at 63—-84.

32 Id. See also AKBAR AHMED, DISCOVERING ISLAM: MAKING SENSE OF MUSLIM
HISTORY AND SOCIETY (Routledge 2002) & AKBAR AHMED, ISLAM TODAY: A SHORT
INTRODUCTION TO THE MUSLIM WORLD (1999).

3 Mohamed ‘Arafa, Towards a Culture for Accountability: A New Dawn for Egypt, 5
PHOENIX L. REV.1 (2011), at 4-5 (“In 40 C.E., the Coptic Christians, followers of St.
Marc, originated the first Christian church in Egypt. Then in 742 C.E., the first
revolution in Egypt’s history occurred when the Coptic Christians called on Arab
Muslims to assist them in rebelling against the Byzantine Empire, which resulted in the
expulsion of the Byzantines from Egypt.”).

* Id., at 5-7. For instance, in Egypt, it was the Archbishop of the Coptic Church who
invited the Muslims to free Egypt from the Roman occupiers in 641. (“Though a
majority is Muslim, Egypt enjoys freedom of religion and is fundamentally non-
ideological and secular. About eighty to ninety percent of the population is Muslim,
while the remainder is Christian. Historically, the Christians have enjoyed freedom of
religion, yet have not always received full equality. In fact, Coptic Christians feel
particularly besieged and discriminated against. Still, as a whole the majority of
“Egyptians consider themselves Arab, Muslim (for those who are), and Egyptians all at
once.” Despite each person uniquely ranking these identity categories, most will declare
he or she is an Egyptian first. This identification with nationality first supports the belief
that ideological religious radicalism is not likely to take over in the near future.”).

3 See Said Arjomand, Perso-Islamicate Political Ethic in Relation to the Sources of
Islamic Law in MIRROR FOR THE MUSLIM PRINCE: ISLAM AND THE THEORY OF
STATECRAFT, Mehrzad Boroujerdi, (ed) (Syracuse Univ. Press 2013), at 82—206. In this
sense, God says: (“We have honored the sons of Adam; provided them with transport on
land and sea; given them for sustenance things good and pure; and conferred on them
special favors, above a great part of our Creation”) & (“It was We who created man, and
We know that dark suggestions his soul makes to him: for We are nearer him than (his)
jugular vein”). Id., at Qur’an 17:70 & 50:16.

3% Nandini Chatterjee, Law, Culture and History: Amir Ali’s Interpretation of Islamic
Law in LEGAL HISTORIES OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE: LAWS, ENGAGEMENTS AND
LEGACIES, Shaunnagh Dorsett & John McLaren, (eds.) (Routledge, 2014), at 45-59.
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(migration’s night), when the Prophet left
Mecca for Madina.” Then, the Madina's
citizens embraced Islam, and progressively,
via a sequence of both military actions and
diplomacy acts, Mohammad was able to
reenter Mecca and to spread the word of
Islam in the Arabian Peninsula.?® It should
be noted that, since Muslims were by the
Qur'an’s command obliged to respect the ahl
elzhemma(h)/ ahl elkitab (People of the Book)
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their ancestors in receiving divine revelation,
they recognized a covenant with Christians
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and Jews.? ‘Omar ibn al-Khattab was the
second elected Caliph (successor) after the
death of the Prophet. In this regard, ‘Omar
required all Muslims continually to assure
and guarantee Christians freedom of
religion, practice and use of their houses of
worship (churches), and the right of their
followers and hajjis (pilgrims) to visit their
holy places® In the same vein, he
overturned the Roman decree expelling Jews
from Jerusalem and pledged to protect their
freedom of religious practice, thus, the
‘Omar’s Covenant was, in effect, the first
international assurance of the protection of
religious freedom.3! Then, Islam spread to
Egypt in 641 and to all of North Africa by
654 and this was due in part to the military
proficiency of the Muslim powers.?? But the
message the Muslims were spreading and
the custom in which they controlled the
conquered regions were their strongest asset,
as they brought with them not only a fresh
faith but a better system of governance
which was honest, authentic, and well-
organized with a high level of motivation,
integrity, transparency, and service® By
launching religious freedom and practice for
Christians and Jews, they made the followers
of these two beliefs their main allies in the
countries they pursued to enter3* The
clearness, straightforwardness, and logic of
the faith embodied in its creeds and religious
performs are its principal attractions along
with  the emphasis on individual
accountability and personal commitment as
well as the absence of an organized clergy,
makes it readily transmittable® In this
respect, Islam is a complex historical,
political, social, and economic phenomenon;
it can be studied and interpreted from
various philosophical, historical, and social
perceptions. And as a belief, though, Islam
endures to speak to the modern world
regardless its other significances, as what
institutes the ummah (community) is not the
existence of a political structure but the
cognizant approval of its Muslim
participants of God’s will and their mission
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civilization, the culture and evolution of .. . -
s \ . \
Islam in al-andalus (Spain) were in full bloom ARl e (A Leas) Al

"Golden Caliphate Era." Science, philosophy, e).m}[\ 48\ g_\;_u.a\ ER ‘E\Aﬂ\
and the liberal arts flourished and the Q)U&.}SJ MJ\A U‘J A.';‘}I\ ‘; o ) i..j

greatest thinkers and minds in every

discipline and from all over Europe and the ~ Lea Aaudl) g o gaall g e}hj‘ G a3 5) g
Levant voyaged to Cordoba to study and  _\i3f 44l RO Kaall <5€-’\ 8 K

learn.® It is a twist of history that, after

periods of exceptional cultural brilliance, M‘L’)‘d d_x;‘)l\ (_;\ LBJM\} L.’JJ}\

periods of deterioration and decay seem to Oi oS Cuaal 43 ' Al g ?L:'ﬂ
come most rapidly.®

* The greatest of these scholars made continuing contributions to science and letters and
numerous have become familiar to students in the West under their Latin names, as the
philosopher Averroes (Ibn Rushd), the mathematicians Arzachel (al-Zarqali),
Alpetragius (al-Bitruji), and the physician Avenzoar (Ibn Zuhr), just to name a few.
Perhaps the most distinguished of all contributions of Muslim scholars to science lay in
the field of medicine. Muslim physicians made significant additions to the body of
knowledge which they inherited from the Greeks. For instance, Ibn al-Nafis, discovered
the lesser circulation of the blood hundreds of years before Harvey. Al-Zahrawi wrote a
masterwork on anatomy and dissection, the 7asrif, which was translated into Latin by
Gerard of Cremona and became a typical text in European medical schools throughout
the Middle Ages. Ibn Baitar wrote a well-known work on drugs called Collection of
Simple Drugs and Food, and this work served for periods of time as a precious reference
guide to medicinal plants native to Spain and North Africa.

% By 1248 the headlock in Seville had fallen, and the area of Spain under Muslim
control was condensed to the Kingdom of Granada. There, miraculously, Islamic culture
survived for more than two and a half centuries. Ironically, however, it was most likely
the Ottoman capture. Soon after, fueled by the Christian fear of Islam, the future
supporters of Christopher Columbus brought the screen down on one of the most
remarkable and glorious civilizations inspired by Islam on 1492.
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Islam As a Religion

The Creator has occasionally selected human
beings to reveal His messages to humankind.
In this domain, it should be noted that
“Islamic” means that if the person
(surrenders) himself/herself to God and
worships him (purely) with no one else,
he/she shall live in (peace and harmony) in
this life and in the hereafter, as humans are
born pre-formatted to submit to God within
original Goodness, free choice, and with no
inherited sins or compulsion, as Qur’'an said
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“Let be no compulsion in religion” and with
no supremacy as Mohammad said “All
people are equal like a teeth of a comb”
(equality principle in positive western
doctrine). %
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3 Id., at Qur’an, 2:256 meaning, Do not force anyone to become Muslim, for Islam is
plain and clear, and its proofs and evidence are plain and clear. Sahih Al-Bukhari & An-
Nasa'i. See also David Eisenberg, Sources and Principles of Islamic Law in ISLAMIC
FINANCE: LAW AND PRACTICE, Craig R. Nethercott & David M. Eisenberg, (eds.)
(2012), at 15-53. It should be noted that the Islamic Beliefs and Rituals are (a) Belief in
Allah (God), (b) His angels, (¢) His scriptures, (d) His messengers, (¢) The Day of
Resurrection, and (f) The divine destiny. The first means that No deity is worth
worshipping except Allah (= one true God). Arab Christians and Jews worship Allah too.
Arabic Christian Bible “IL” in Hebrew = Allah. Secondly, Angels are created from light,
have no free choice and unlike the human beings, as they have different tasks, as sending
messages. Then, Muslims believe in the Torah, the Gospel, and the Qur’an and believe
in Messengers, Mohammad (PBUH) is not the founder of Islam, as all messengers are
best humans, none of them is divine. Jesus is a messenger like the other messengers and
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Indeed, the Qur’an refers to several Prophets
as Abraham, Noah, David, Isaac, Jacob,
Moses, and Jesus and these messages and
revelations ended in Islam and in
Mohammed as the last Prophet.® The
historical evolution and integration of prior
messages into Islam are obviously identified
in the Qur’an, consequently, Islam is not a
new religion.® Qur’an refers to Islam as the
religion of Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Jesus,
and other prophets and simply the last of the
divine messages to reach humanity through
Prophet Mohammad, who was chosen by the
Creator as the deliverer of his last and all-
inclusive revelation.”” This elucidates why
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is coming back and Prophet Mohammad is the final messenger. Mohammad said for
example, “None of you truly believes until he wishes for his brother what he wishes for
himself”, “The powerful is not he who knocks the other down, indeed the powerful is he
who controls himself in a fit of anger”, and “If you are planting a tree and the end of the
world came, just go ahead and plant it quickly.” Muslims believe that they will be
resurrected again and live an eternal life (hereafter) and this is the long term goal of
every Muslim and they are supposed to change feelings of sadness and happiness to
feelings of acceptance.
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> See generally ROGER ARNALDEZ, AVERROES: A RATIONALIST IN ISLAM (Notre Dame
Press 2000).
% Robert Gleave, Islam and Literalism: Literal Meaning and Interpretation in Islamic
Legal Theory, (Edinburgh Univ. Press 2012), at 210-212.
°7 Nelly Hanna, Guild Waqf: Between Religious Law and Common Law in HELD IN
TRUST: WAQF IN THE ISLAMIC WORLD, Pascale Ghazaleh, (ed.), (American Univ. Cairo
Press 2011), at 135-153.
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there exists a strong resemblance/link
between Islam, Christianity, and Judaism.
Christians and Jews are referred to in the
Qur'an as the "People of the Book" as they
are the inheritors of the messages of the
Creator through Moses and the Old
Testament prophets and through Jesus (New
Testament), who is believed in Islam to be
the fruit of a miracle birth by the Blessed
Virgin Mary.® It should be noted that
Western scholars and philosophers has been
citing Mohammad as one of the greatest men
on the earth, for instance famous historian
Lamartine said: “If greatness of purpose,
smallness of means and outstanding results
are the three criteria of human genius, who
could dare to compare any great man in
modern history with Muhammad.”* Also,
Michael Heart cited that:

My Choice of Muhammad to lead the
list of the world’s most influential
persons may surprise some readers and
may be questioned by others, but he was
the only man in history who was
successful on both the religious and
secular levels. It is this unparalleled
combination of secular and religious
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*Id.

% ALPHONSE DE LAMARTINE, L HISTOIRE DE LA TURQUIE, Vol. II (1854), at 276.
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Islam is a universal belief for all times, all  '¢\ .cells ,(3AAY)) ERN I EEN]

places, and all peoples.®’ It is established on

% MICHAEL HEART, THE 100: A RANKING OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL PERSONS IN
HISTORY (2000) (“A list of the one hundred most influential people in history features
descriptions of the careers, contributions, and accomplishments of the political and
religious leaders, inventors, writers, artists, and others who changed the course of
history.”). In addition, Bernard Shaw said: “I believe that if a man like him were to
assume the leadership of the modern world, he would succeed in solving its problems in
a way that would bring to this world much needed peace and happiness” and Mahatma
Ghandi said:
I became more than convinced that it was not the sword that won a place for Islam in
those days in the scheme of life. It was the rigid simplicity, the utter self-effacement of
the Prophet, the scrupulous regard for his pledges, his intense devotion to this friends
and followers, his intrepidity, his fearlessness, his absolute trust in God and in his own
mission.
See GEORGE BERNARD SHAW, THE GENUINE ISLAM, Vol. I, No. 8 (1936 & 2002), at 8.
He also said: “I have always held the religion of Muhammad in high estimation because
of its wonderful vitality. It is the only religion, which appears to me to possess that
assimilating capacity to the changing phase of existence, which can make itself appeal to
every age” “I have studied him - the wonderful man and in my opinion far from being an
anti-Christ, he must be called the Savior of Humanity” and “If any religion had the
chance of ruling over England, nay Europe within the next hundred years, it could be
Islam.” /d.
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57 See generally Caryle Murphy, Passion for Islam—Shaping the Modern Middle East:
The Egyptian Experience
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the belief that there is but one God, the
universe’s Creator and of humanity and the
Qur’an opens with the words, "In the name
of Allah, the Most Merciful, the
Compassionate" and both are the principal
qualities and these vital unities are the basis
of faith.®® Islam is the last and most all-
inclusive message of God and religion in this
sense is a set of rules that govern the relation
between the Creator and the created and
launch the accountability’s basis in the
hereafter.®® Further, it highlights the
framework for permitted economic, social,
and political structures and articulates the
principles and the norms (values) through
which folks should deal with one another. In
short, it offers a variety of prescriptions and
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strategies as well as inspiration.”
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Islam is very much a law-oriented religion,
as delivers the guidelines and philosophies
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(2002).

% Id. The Qur’an mentions the creation of the earth and other spiritual bodies out of the
darkness of chaos. Scientific theories that store evolved about the creation highlight the
unity of the universe.

% Sayyid M. Gilani, Jurists and Legislators in Islam: Origin and Classification of the
“Ulama” in CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN ISLAMIC LAW, ABDUL HASEEB ANSARI, (ed.)
(2011), at 212-234.

0 Gleave, supra note 29.
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upon which laws and regulations can be 4...!6..’? }ﬂ\ th__mj\ C“"’ }GA O };13]\
recognized.” Accordingly, the impact of Sl il L Cagiad ) claudall
Islam must not be observed in a scarcely oF ’ I G e 2
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guarantees basic life values, as fairness and s "é ¢ ‘)_I > c,J

justice to all.7 It is holistic, needing that its ‘;ﬁ\ ALl 3 ) gl (_A‘ Dbl Lail

followers have iman (faith) to accomplish the — )axdl 5 Aaulu¥! sLall al (el
necessities of its religious doctrines, as L - PPN ES S

3 SIS 4 ﬁ"‘uﬂ Laity)
Muslims are required to express their ‘ibadat Jo gw 7 el Gl
(God’s  service) and momalat (daily 4elil & lalyl jélga zls
tragsacti?ins); I;hrou%h hi; dee.di condu;t?i RE c:t:\l..\j All ob alie Gl s Y
and words.”” Reward and punishment sha C Neete - 0
be meted out in heaven and hell, but God is 2 UM s ?3533‘“5 Calisall Jlad
merciful to those who repent and do good, M_(.G_ﬂALxA 5 pelhbe ey ) sa
as regret and mercy are among Islam’s great | ; . . o ys
ideals.”8 In this respect, Islam is built on five °J.;y‘ s U{Sﬂ “”u’d.\} u._.z\}d\ o
(pillars) testifying that there is no God but  <l3 & oull Sl daadl < GG ¢ g
Allah and that Mohammad is the Messenger e Al Ggh e e A ) Ao
of God, performing the prayers, paying the o ey ’
zakah  (commercial ~obligation), fasting ) LAQ ¢ A.?\A at;“"a Janyy ".JL}Q
Ramadan, and making hajj (pilgrimage) to the ~ 43laww Al (pa das ) V) ang ¥ 33 (e
Worship’s House in Mecca.” ‘fa, Llall Jiall e kYY P ,‘;j,_“, 5

DS G 13y Sl

" See generally KHALED ABOU EL FADL, SPEAKING IN GOD’S NAME: ISLAMIC LAW,
AUTHORITY AND WOMEN (Oxford 2001) (detailing that the ethics at the heart of the
Islamic legal system, and proposes that these statutes have been misinterpreted by
specific sources to control women and other issues).

78 Felicitas Opwis, MASLAHA AND THE PURPOSE OF THE LAW: ISLAMIC DISCOURSE ON
LEGAL CHANGE FROM THE 4TH/10TH TO 8TH/14TH CENTURY (Brill 2010), at 370.

7 In other words, Qur’an commands that Muslims do good and avoid evil, as life in this
world is a channel, and the everlasting soul shall be mediated by the Almighty on the
Day of Judgment through intentions as well as deeds.

8 Gilani, supra note 36.

7 Uriel I. Simonsohn, A Common Justice: The Legal Allegiances of Christians and Jews
Under Early Islam (2011), at 306.
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Bearing witness to the One and Only God
(shehada), as Allah in Arabic indicates the one
and only true God, the start and the end of
everything, neither born nor giving birth.®
The Qur'an emphasizes that He is beyond
human description, and is referred to in it by
ninety-nine attributes, such as the merciful,
the compassionate, the forgiving among
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many others (there is no deity worthy of
worship but Allah).8 Together with the
command to bear witness and acknowledge
the distinctiveness, supremacy, unity, and
uniqueness (exclusivity) of God, the believer
is enjoined to confess that Mohammad is
God’s Apostle (messenger) and prophet.®”
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% For further details on the pillars, see generally ABDULKADER TAYOB, ISLAM: A
SHORT INTRODUCTION (1999); DAVID WAINES, AN INTRODUCTION TO ISLAM (2003);
WILLIAM MONTGOMERY WATT, THE FORMATIVE PERIOD OF ISLAMIC THOUGHT (1998);
WHAT IS [SLAM? (1970), & JOHN ALDEN WILLIAMS, (ed.) THE WORD OF ISLAM (1994).
% Jd. Whoever says this with sincerity is to be considered as a Muslim and Whoever dies
on this belief will enter Paradise if his sins were forgiven by God.
¥ Id. See also Abdul Haseeb Ansari & Saad Abu Elgasim, Command Theory of Legal
Positivism and Hukum Shar‘i: A Comparison in CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN ISLAMIC
LAW, ABDUL HASEEB ANSARI, (ed.) (2011), at 63-97 & RAJ BHALA, UNDERSTANDING
ISLAMIC LAW: SHART’A (2011), at 40-55.
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On the other hand, while required by the
Qur'an, zakah (religious tax) is specified in
detail only in Mohammad’s teachings and
the practice and in later Islamic tafasir
(interpretations).”! It is the payment of a
specific percentage of one’s income to
sustain the needy and to fulfill other
community masaleh (purposes).”? In other
words, it means as a mandatory financial
obligation on Muslims (purification/alms). It
is one of the five fundamental pillars of
Islam, and its observance distinct true
believers from sole nominal Muslims, as it
represents a conduct required by Muslims to
validate their faith and dedication to God.”
In practice, zakih is an amount of money
paid by Muslims at the end of the year as an
obligatory payment to the needy and
susceptible members of society, in particular
orphans, widows, and the elderly, who can
no longer work and provide for
themselves.* Muslim society is divided into
two halves: one half is obliged to give zakah
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and the other entitled to take it and the
criterion governs whether a Muslim belongs
to the half that gives or the half that receives
is whether he or she owns the (“sahib el-
nisab”: “wealthy person”).” Further, it is not
basically have to be paid in money; it can be
paid in the form of agricultural products,
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' Id. See also Mohamed Arafa, Corporate Social Responsibility and the Fight Against
Corruption: Towards the Concept of CSR in Egypt after the January Revolution in
CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY IN COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE, COUNCIL ON
INTERNATIONAL LAW AND POLITICS (2014).

%2 Salma Taman, The Concept of Corporate Social Responsibility in Islamic Law, 21
IND. INT’L. & COMP. L. REV. 3 (2011) (providing further elaboration concerning the
charities in Islamic Law), at 490-492. It should be noted that 2.5% of any cash savings
held for one year, 5% to 10% of any agriculture income, and 20% of any extracted
resources and minerals as a zakah. In other words, it is the right of the poor on the rich
and it is not a not charity.

P Id.

1.

% < Arafa, supra note 46.
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While this can be rightly equated to a ) sy Sy U3 Oi (e af Al e

combination of taxation and charity, it <3 S .
’ Baal | ypall y
should bear in mind that zakih is different )j = ’ \. e C‘_‘)A dgﬁ
from sadaga (charity) which is equally O WY (B adan Ol ey 4l
mandated by the Quran but left to the IS 13y dBaall e alidd 313l

% Id. Thus, giving sadagah (charity) to draw consideration to one’s fortune does not
attract a reward. In other words, it means “purification” or “small daily acts of charity to
be blessed and receive the mercy of God.” This can be in the form of small sums of
money given to the poor but also practical actions, such as carrying a load for an elder
person. However, throughout the Qur’an, God inspires Muslims to give sadagah to the
needy whenever they can, by emphasizing the substantial multiplication of rewards for
those who freely give of their assets and time. On the other hand, there is no specific
time or amount required by the Qur’an for giving sadaqah. See TALLAL ALIE TURFE,
UNITY IN ISLAM: REFLECTIONS AND INSIGHTS (2004), at 132.
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discretion of the individual, depending upon &1 jaall ey Legy el a8 OI LAl
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but commonly, zakah is physical and often Slo A K bl (_A‘C) gkl
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Muslims (people of the book: Christians and . . . P .
Jews), are not required to pay it but another Ayl KIS 4 5iaa ) dpale (4585

tax, called jizyah (poll tax) through the (<3 ()l 3 3)) st e sl YT oS
Islamic history.’% Modern Muslim scholars - (QITPA “-,’Lé—‘ ‘5 CA K L.\JL(;} 4:, KR
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indicates that zakah is “an income c
redistribution mechanism, not necessarily Jal U“‘) U:"“L“"‘M D= ,UL“‘“‘J

to provide revenue to the state but to & (Cmspeally 25l QU

correct imbalances in the social structure...

103 11
1% Under Islamic law, Jizya is a per capita tax levied on a division of an Islamic state’s
non-Muslim citizens, who meet specific criterions and requirements. The tax was to be
applied on able bodied adult males of military age and affording power “but with
particular exemptions.” From the Muslim leaders’ perspective, Jizya was a substantial
(material) proof of the non-Muslims’ approval and recognition of subjection and
overpowering to the Islamic state and its laws, “just as for the inhabitants it was a
concrete continuation of the taxes paid to earlier regimes.” In turn, non-Muslim residents
were acceptable to practice their faith to enjoy a measure of mutual autonomy, to be
entitled to Muslim state’s protection and security on their life, kids, property, etc....from
outside aggression, to be exempted from military service and the zakah tax is mandatory
upon Muslim citizens. In short, Jizya is the tax poll in which the tax inflicted on the
people of religions (“People of Book “D[Z]himmis’) other than Islam for their protection
and safety. For further explanation on Jizyah, see JAVED AHMED GHAMIDI, THE ISLAMIC
LAW OF JIHAD (2001).
195 The philosophy of zakat(h) institution brings about protection of property from
encroachment and grudge; a means to aid the poor and those in need; cleanses one’s
heart from frugality and parsimony; gives support and dignity to needy Muslims, and a
means of expressing gratitude to A/lah for all His bounties.
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1. The Opening

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the
Merciful.

1:1. Praise be to God, the Lord of the
worlds,

1:2. The Beneficent, the Merciful,

1:3. Master of the day of Requital.

1:4. Thee do we serve and Thee do we
beseech for help.

1:5. Guide us on the right path,

1:6. The path of those upon whom Thou
hast bestowed favours,

1:7. Not those upon whom wrath is
brought down, nor those who go astray.

2. The Cow

Sura 2. The Cow (Al-Baqgarah)

In the name of God, the Beneficent, the
Merciful.

2:1. I, God, am the best knower.

2:2. This Book, there is no doubt in it, is a
guide to those who keep their duty,

2:3. Who believe in the Unseen and keep
up prayer and spend out of what We have
given them,

2:4. And who believe in that which has
been revealed to thee and that which was
revealed before thee, and of the Hereafter
they are sure.

2:5. These are on a right course from their
Lord and these it is that are successful.

2:6. Those who disbelieve -- it being alike
to them whether thou warn them or warn
them not -- they will not believe.

2:7. God has sealed their hearts and their
hearing; and there is a covering on their

eyes, and for them is a grievous
chastisement.
* %k %k

2:8. And there are some people who say:
We believe in God and the Last Day and
they are not believers.

2:9. They seek to deceive God and those
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who Dbelieve, and they deceive only
themselves and they perceive not.

2:10. In their hearts is a disease, so God
increased their disease, and for them is a
painful chastisement because they lie.

2:11. And when it is said to them, Make
not mischief in the land, they say: We are
but peacemakers.

2:12. Now surely they are the mischief-
makers, but they perceive not.

2:13. And when it is said to them, Believe
as the people believe, they say: Shall we
believe as the fools believe? Now surely
they are the fools, but they know not.

2:14. And when they meet those who
believe, they say, We believe; and when
they are alone with their devils, they say:
Surely we are with you, we were only
mocking.

2:15. God will pay them back their
mockery, and He leaves them alone in
their inordinacy, blindly wandering on.
2:16. These are they who buy error for
guidance, so their bargain brings no gain,
nor are they guided.

2:17. Their parable is as the parable of one
who kindles a fire but when it illumines all
around him, God takes away their light,
and leaves them in darkness -- they cannot
see.

2:18. Deaf dumb, (and) blind, so they
return not:

2:19. Or like abundant rain from the
clouds in which is darkness, and thunder
and lightning; they put their fingers into
their ears because of the thunder-peal, for
fear of death. And God encompasses the
disbelievers.

2:20. The lightning almost takes away their
sight. Whenever it shines on them they
walk in it, and when it becomes dark to
them they stand still. And if God had
pleased, He would have taken away their
hearing and their sight. Surely God is
Possessor of power over all things.

2:21. O men, serve your Lord Who created
you and those before you, so that you may
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guard against evil,

2:22. Who made the earth a resting-place
for you and the heaven a structure, and
sends down rain from the clouds then
brings forth with it fruits for your
sustenance; so do not set up rivals to God
while you know.

2:23. And if you are in doubt as to that
which We have revealed to Our servant,
then produce a chapter like it and call on
your helpers besides God if you are
truthful.

2:24. But if you do (it) not -- and you can
never do (it) -- then be on your guard
against the fire whose fuel is men and
stones; it is prepared for the disbelievers.
2:25. And give good news to those who
believe and do good deeds, that for them
are Gardens in which rivers flow.
Whenever they are given a portion of the
fruit thereof, they will say: This is what
was given to us before and they are given
the like of it. And for them therein are
pure companions and therein they will
abide.

2:26. Surely God disdains not to set forth
any parable -- a gnat or anything above
that. Then as for those who believe, they
know that it is the truth from their Lord;
and as for those who disbelieve, they say:
What is it that God means by this parable?
Many He leaves in error by it and many
He leads aright by it. And He leaves in
error by it only the transgressors.

2:27. Who break the covenant of God after
its confirmation and cut asunder what
God has ordered to be joined, and make
mischief in the land. These it is that are the
losers.

2:28. How can you deny God and you
were without life and He gave you life?
Again, He will cause you to die and again
bring you to life, then you shall be brought
back to Him.

2:29. He it is Who created for you all that is
in the earth. And He directed Himself to
the heaven, so He made them complete
seven heavens; and He is Knower of all
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things.

* k%

2:30. And when thy Lord said to the
angels, I am going to place a ruler in the
earth, they said: Wilt Thou place in it such
as make mischief in it and shed blood?
And we celebrate Thy praise and extol Thy
holiness. He said: Surely I know what you
know not.

2:31. And He taught Adam all the names,
then presented them to the angels; He
said: Tell Me the names of those if you are
right.

2:32. They said: Glory be to Thee We have
no knowledge but that which Thou hast
taught us. Surely Thou art the Knowing,
the Wise.

2:33. He said: O Adam, inform them of
their names. So when he informed them of
their names, He said: Did I not say to you
that I know what is unseen in the heavens
and the earth? And I know what you
manifest and what you hide.

2:34. And when We said to the angels, Be
submissive to Adam, they submitted, but
Iblis (did not). He refused and was proud,
and he was one of the disbelievers.

2:35. And We said: O Adam, dwell thou
and thy wife in the garden, and eat from it
a plenteous (food) wherever you wish, and
approach not this tree, lest you be of the
unjust.

2:36. But the devil made them slip from it,
and caused them to depart from the state
in which they were. And We said: Go
forth, some of you are the enemies of
others. And there is for you in the earth an
abode and a provision for a time.

2:37. Then Adam received (revealed)
words from his Lord, and He turned to
him (mercifully). Surely He is Oft-
returning (to mercy), the Merciful.

2:38. We said: Go forth from this state all.
Surely there will come to you guidance
from Me, then whoever follows My
guidance, no fear shall come upon them,
nor shall they grieve.
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2:39. And (as to) those who disbelieve in
and reject Our messages, they are the
companions of the Fire in it they will
abide.

2:40. O Children of Israel, call to mind My
favour which I bestowed on you and be
faithful to (your) covenant with Me, I shall
fulfil (My) covenant with you; and Me, Me
alone, should you fear.

2:41. And believe in that which I have
revealed, verifying that which is with you,
and be not the first to deny it; neither take
a mean price for My messages; and keep
your duty to Me, Me alone.

2:42. And mix not up truth with falsehood,
nor hide the truth while you know.

2:43. And keep up prayer and pay the
poor-rate and bow down with those who
bow down.

2:44. Do you enjoin men to be good and
neglect your own souls while you read the
Book? Have you then no sense?

2:45. And seek assistance through patience
and prayer, and this is hard except for the
humble ones,

2:46. Who know that they will meet their
Lord and that to Him they will return.

2:47. O Children of Israel, call to mind My
favour which I bestowed on you and that I
made you excel the nations.

2:48. And guard yourselves against a day
when no soul will avail another in the
least, neither will intercession be accepted
on its behalf, nor will compensation be
taken from it, nor will they be helped.

2:49. And when We delivered you from
Pharaoh's people, who subjected you to
severe torment, killing your sons and
sparing your women, and in this there was
a great trial from your Lord.

2:50. And when We parted the sea for you,
so We saved you and drowned the people
of Pharaoh while you saw.

2:51. And when We appointed a time of
forty nights with Moses, then you took the
calf (for a god) after him, and you were
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unjust.

2:52. Then We pardoned you after that so
that you might give thanks.

2:53. And when We gave Moses the Book
and the Discrimination that you might
walk aright.

2:54. And when Moses said to his people:
O my people, you have surely wronged
yourselves by taking the calf (for a god), so
turn to your Creator (penitently), and kill
your passions. That is best for you with
your Creator. So He turned to you
(mercifully). Surely He is the Oft-returning
(to mercy), the Merciful.

2:55. And when you said: O Moses, we
will not believe in thee till we see God
manifestly, so the punishment overtook
you while you looked on.

2:56. Then We raised you up after your
stupor that you might give thanks.

2:57. And We made the clouds to give
shade over you and We sent to you manna
and quails. Eat of the good things that We
have given you. And they did not do Us
any harm, but they wronged their own
souls.

2:58. And when We said: Enter this city,
then eat from it a plenteous (food) whence
you wish, and enter the gate submissively,
and make petition for forgiveness. We will
forgive you your wrongs and increase the
reward of those who do good (to others).
2:59. But those who were unjust changed
the word which had been spoken to them,
for another saying, so We sent upon the
wrongdoers a pestilence from heaven,
because they transgressed.

* %k %k

2:60. And when Moses prayed for water
for his people, We said: March on to the
rock with thy staff. So there flowed from it
twelve springs. Each tribe knew their
drinking-place. Eat and drink of the
provisions of God, and act not corruptly,
making mischief in the land.

2:61. And when you said: O Moses, we
cannot endure one food, so pray thy Lord
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on our behalf to bring forth for us out of
what the earth grows, of its herbs and its
cucumbers and its garlic and its lentils and
its onions. He said: Would you exchange
that which is better for that which is
worse? Enter a city, so you will have what
you ask for. And abasement and
humiliation were stamped upon them, and
they incurred God's wrath. That was so
because they disbelieved in the messages
of God and would kill the prophets
unjustly. That was so because they
disobeyed and exceeded the limits.

2:62. Surely those who believe, and those
who are Jews, and the Christians, and the
Sabians, whoever believes in God and the
Last Day and does good, they have their
reward with their Lord, and there is no
fear for them, nor shall they grieve.

2:63. And when We made a covenant with
you and raised the mountain above you:
Hold fast that which We have given you,
and bear in mind what is in it, so that you
may guard against evil.

2:64. Then after that you turned back; and
had it not been for the grace of God and
His mercy on you, you had certainly been
among the losers.

2:65. And indeed you know those among
you who violated the Sabbath, so We said
to them: Be (as) apes, despised and hated.
2:66. So We made them an example to
those who witnessed it and those who
came after it and an admonition to those
who guard against evil.

2:67. And when Moses said to his people:
Surely God commands you to sacrifice a
cow. They said: Dost thou ridicule us? He
said: 1 seek refuge with God from being
one of the ignorant.

2:68. They said: Call on thy Lord for our
sake to make it plain to us what she is.
(Moses) said: He says, Surely she is a cow
neither advanced in age nor too young, of
middle age between these (two); so do
what you are commanded.

2:69. They said: Call on thy Lord for our
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sake to make it clear to us what her colour
is. (Moses) said: He says, She is a yellow
cow; her colour is intensely yellow
delighting the beholders.

2:70. They said: Call on thy Lord for our
sake to make it dear to us what she is, for
surely to us the cows are all alike, and if
God please we shall surely he guided
aright.

2:71. (Moses) said: He says: She is a cow
not made submissive to plough the land,
nor does she water the tilth, sound,
without a blemish in her. They said: Now
thou hast brought the truth. So they
slaughtered her, though they had not the
mind to do (it).

2:72. And when you (almost) killed a man,
then you disagreed about it. And God was
to bring forth that which you were going
to hide.

2:73. So We said: Smite him with it
partially. Thus God brings the dead to life,
and He shows you His signs that you may
understand.

2:74. Then your hearts hardened after that,
so that they were like rocks, rather worse
in hardness. And surely there are some
rocks from which streams burst forth; and
there are some of them which split
asunder so water flows from them; and
there are some of them which fall down
for the fear of God. And God is not
heedless of what you do.

2:75. Do you then hope that they would
believe in you, and a party from among
them indeed used to hear the word of
God, then altered it after they had
understood it, and they know (this).

2:76. And when they meet those who
believe they say, We believe, and when
they are apart one with another they say:
Do you talk to them of what God has
disclosed to you that they may contend
with you by this before your Lord? Do you
not understand?

2:77. Do they not know that God knows
what they keep secret and what they make
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known?

2:78. And some of them are illiterate; they
know not the Book but only (from)
hearsay, and they do but conjecture.

2:79. Woe! then to those who write the
Book with their hands then say, This is
from God; so that they may take for it a
small price. So woe! to them for what their
hands write and woe! to them for what
they earn.

2:80. And they say: Fire will not touch us
but for a few days. Say Have you received
a promise from God? Then God will not
fail to perform His promise. Or do you
speak against God. what you know not?
2:81. Yea, whoever earns evil and his sins
beset him on every side, those are the
companions of the Fire therein they abide."
2:82. And those who believe and do good
deeds, these are the owners of the Garden;
therein they abide.

2:83. And when We made a covenant with
the Children of Israel. You shall serve
none but God. And do good to (your)
parents, and to the near of kin and to
orphans and the needy, and speak good
(words) to (all) men, and keep up prayer
and pay the poor-rate. Then you turned
back except a few of you, and you are
averse.

2:84. And when We made a covenant with
you: You shall not shed your blood, nor
turn your people out of your cities; then
you promised and you bear witness.

2:85. Yet you it is who would slay your
people and turn a party from among you
out of their homes, backing each other up
against them unlawfully and exceeding
the limits. And if they should come to you
as captives you would ransom them,
whereas their turning out itself was
unlawful for you. Do you then believe in a
part of the Book and disbelieve in the
other? What then is the reward of such
among you as do this but disgrace in the
life of this world, and on the day of
Resurrection they shall be sent back to the
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most grievous chastisement. And God is
not heedless of what you do.

2:86. These are they who buy the life of
this world for the Hereafter, so their
chastisement shall not be lightened, nor
shall they be helped.

2:87. And We indeed gave Moses the Book
and We sent messengers after him one
after another and We gave Jesus, son of
Mary, clear arguments and strengthened
him with the Holy Spirit. Is it then that
whenever there came to you a messenger
with what your souls desired not, you
were arrogant? And some you gave the lie
to and others you would slay.

2:88. And they say: Our hearts are
repositories. Nay, God has cursed them on
account of their unbelief so little it is that
they believe.

2:89. And when there came to them a Book
from God verifying that which they have,
and aforetime they used to pray for
victory against those who disbelieved --
but when there came to them that which
they recognized, they disbelieved in it; so
God's curse is on the disbelievers.

2:90. Evil is that for which they sell their
souls -- that they should deny that which
God has revealed, out of envy that God
should send down of His grace on
whomsoever of His servants He pleases;
so they incur wrath upon wrath. And
there is an abasing chastisement for the
disbelievers.

2:91. And when it is said to them, Believe
in that which God has revealed, they say:
We believe in that which was revealed to
us. And they deny what is besides that,
while it is the Truth verifying that which
they have. Say: Why then did you kill
God's prophets before (this) if you were
believers?

2:92. And Moses indeed came to you with
clear arguments, then you took the calf
(for a god) in his absence and you were
wrongdoers.

2:93. And when We made a covenant with
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you and raised the mountain above you:
Take hold of that which We have given
you with firmness and obey. They said:
We hear and disobey. And they were
made to imbibe (the love of) the calf into
their hearts on account of their disbelief.
Say: Evil is that which your faith bids you
if you are believers.

2:94. Say: If the abode of the Here-after
with God is specially for you to the
exclusion of the people, then invoke death
if you are truthful.

2:95. And they will never invoke it on
account of what their hands have sent on
before, and God knows the wrongdoers.
2:96. And thou wilt certainly find them the
greediest of men for life (greedier) even
than those who set gods (with God). One
of them love to be granted a life of a
thousand years, and his being granted a
long life will in no way remove him
further off from the chastisement. And
God is Seer of what they do.

2:97. Say: Whoever is an enemy to Gabriel
for surely he revealed it to thy heart by
God's command, verifying the which is
before it and a guidance and glad tidings
for the believers.

2:98. Whoever is an enemy to God and His
angels and His messengers and Gabriel
and Michael, then surely God is an enemy
to disbelievers.

2:99. And We indeed have revealed to thee
clear messages, and none disbelieve in
them except the transgressors.

2:100. Is it that whenever they make a
covenant, a party of them cast it aside?
Nay, most of them have no faith.

2:101. And when there came to them a
messenger from God verifying that which
they have, a party of those who were
given the Book threw the Book of God
behind their backs as if they knew
nothing.

2:102. And they follow what the devils
fabricated against the kingdom of
Solomon. And Solomon disbelieved not,
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but the devils disbelieved, teaching men
enchantment. And it was not revealed to
the two angels in Babel, Harut and Marut.
Nor did they teach (it to) anyone, so that
they should have said, We are only a trial,
so disbelieve not. But they learn from
these two (sources) that by which they
make a distinction between a man and his
wife. And they cannot hurt with it anyone
except with God's permission. And they
learn that which harms them and profits
them nor. And certainly they know that he
who buys it has no share of good in the
Hereafter. And surely evil is the price for
which they have sold their souls, did they
but know!

2:103. And if they had believed and kept
their duty, reward from God would
certainly have been better; did they but
know!

* k%

2:104. O you who believe, say not Ra'i-na
and say Unzur-na, and listen. And for the
disbelievers ~ there is a  painful
chastisement.

2:105. Neither those who disbelieve from
among the people of the Book nor the
polytheists, like that any good should be
sent down to you from your Lord. And
God chooses whom He pleases for His
Mercy; and God is the Lord of mighty
grace.

2:106. Whatever message We abrogate or
cause to be forgotten, We bring one better
than it or one like it. Knowest thou not
that God is Possessor of power over all
things?

2:107. Knowest thou not that God's is the
kingdom of the heavens and the earth, and
that besides God you have not any friend
or helper?

2:108. Rather you wish to put questions to
your Messenger, as Moses was questioned
before. And whoever adopts disbelief
instead of faith he indeed has lost the right
direction of the way.

2:109. Many of the people of the Book wish
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that they could turn you back into
disbelievers after you have believed, out of
envy from themselves, after truth has
become manifest to them. But pardon and
forgive till God bring about His command.
Surely God is Possessor of power over all
things.

2:110. And keep up prayer and pay the
poor-rate. And whatever good you send
before for yourselves, you will find it with
God. Surely God is Seer of what you do.
2:111. And they say: None shall enter the
Garden except he who is a Jew, or the
Christians. These are their vain desires.
Say: Bring your proof if you are truthful.
2:112. Nay, whoever submits himself
entirely to God and he is the doer of good
(to others); he has his reward from his
Lord, and there is no fear for such nor
shall they grieve.

2:113. And the Jews say, The Christians
follow nothing (good), and the Christians
say, The Jews follow nothing (good), while
they recite the (same) Book. Even thus say
those who have no knowledge, like what
they say. So God will judge between them
on the day of Resurrection in that wherein
they differ.

2:114. And who is more unjust than he
who prevents (men) from the mosques of
God, from His name being remembered
therein, and strives to ruin them? (As for)
these, it was not proper for them to enter
them except in fear. For them is disgrace in
this world, and theirs is a grievous
chastisement in the Hereafter.

2:115. And God's is the East and the West,
so whither you turn thither is God's
purpose. Surely God is Ample-giving,
Knowing.

2:116. And they say: God has taken to
Himself a son -- glory be to Him! Rather,
whatever is in the heavens and the earth is
His. All are obedient to Him.

2:117. Wonderful Originator of the
heavens and the earth! And when He
decrees an affair, He says to it only, Be,
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and it is.

2:118. And those who have no knowledge
say: Why does not God speak to us or a
sign come to us? Even thus said those
before them, the like of what they say.
Their hearts are all alike. Indeed We have
made the messages clear for a people who
are sure.

2:119. Surely We have sent thee with the
Truth as a bearer of good news and as a
warner, and thou wilt not be called upon
to answer for the companions of the
flaming Fire.

2:120. And the Jews will not be pleased
with thee, nor the Christians, unless thou
follow their religion. Say Surely God's
guidance, that is the (perfect) guidance.
And if thou follow their desires after the
knowledge that has come to thee thou
shalt have from God no friend, nor helper.
2:121. Those to whom We have given the
Book follow it as it ought to be followed.
These believe in it. And whoever
disbelieves in it, these it is that are the
losers.

* k%

2:122. O Children of Israel, call to mind
My favour which I bestowed on you and
that I made you excel the nations.

2:123. And be on your guard against a day
when no soul will avail another in the
least, neither will any compensation be
accepted from it, nor will intercession
profit it, nor will they be helped.

2:124. And when his Lord tried Abraham
with certain commands he fulfilled them.
He said: Surely I will make thee a leader of
men. (Abraham) said: And of my
offspring? My covenant does not include
the wrongdoers, said He.

2:125. And when We made The House a
resort for men and a (place of) security.
And: Take ye the place of Abraham for a
place of prayer. And We enjoined
Abraham and Ishmael, saying: Purify My
House for those who visit (it) and those
who abide (in it) for devotion and those
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who bow down (and) those who prostrate
themselves.

2:126. And when Abraham said: My Lord,
make this a secure town and provide its
people with fruits, such of them as believe
in God and the Last Day. He said: And
whoever disbelieves, I shall grant him
enjoyment for a short while, then I shall
drive him to the chastisement of the Fire.
And it is an evil destination.

2:127. And when Abraham and Ishmael
raised the foundations of the House: Our
Lord, accept from us surely Thou art the
Hearing, the Knowing.

2:128. Our Lord, and make us both
submissive to Thee, and (raise) from out
offspring, a nation submissive to Thee,
and show us our ways of devotion and
turn to us (mercifully); surely Thou art the
Oft-returning (to mercy), the Merciful.
2:129. Our Lord, and raise up in them a
Messenger from among them who shall
recite to them Thy messages and teach
them the Book and the Wisdom, and
purify them Surely Thou art the Mighty,
the Wise.

2:130. And who forsakes the religion of
Abraham but he who makes a fool of
himself. And certainly We made him pure
in this world and in the Hereafter he is
surely among the righteous.

2:131. When his Lord said to him, Submit,
he said: I submit myself to the Lord of the
worlds.

2:132. And the same did Abraham enjoin
on his sons, and (so did) Jacob: O my sons,
surely God has chosen for you (this)
religion, so die not unless you are
submitting ones.

2:133. Or were you witnesses when death
visited Jacob, when he said to his sons:
What will you serve after me? They said:
We shall serve thy God and the God of thy
fathers, Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac,
one God only, and to Him do we submit.
2:134. Those are a people that have passed
away; for them is what they earned and
for you what you earn and you will not be
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